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26 dead, 20 wounded 
in church shooting 


Welcome to Palm Beach County’s 
newest city: Westlake (pop. 5). 

Only a handful of people live in 
this hamlet just north of Wellington. 
But when developer John Carter 
surveys the still mostly barren land- 
scape, he sees South Florida’s next 
bustling and vibrant community. 

The population will start climbing 
by the end of the year and could 
reach 15,000 as the development’s 
4,500 homes are built over the next 
decade. 

Since June 2016, Westlake’s five 
residents have voted to form a gov- 
ernment in a bizarre mail-in elec- 
tion. The city now levies taxes and 
has been recognized by the U.S. Post- 
al Service. A palm-tree-lined road 
has been built, leading to a sales cen- 
ter in what will eventually become 
the town center. 

“A year ago, you would have been 


See WESTLAKE, 7A 
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Capitol S Law enforcement officials investigate at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, 30 miles southeast of San Antonio. 
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By DARA KAM 
The News Service Of Florida 


Barrage of bullets rock tiny Texas town; gunman, an Air Force veteran, flees, found dead 


small town more than 30 miles south- 
east of San Antonio, and it claimed the 
lives of people ranging in age from 5 to 
72, authorities said. 

Wilson County Sheriff Joe Tackitt 
said the shooter was identified by an- 
other law enforcement source as Dev- 


By PETER HOLLEY, 
KRISTINE PHILLIPS 
AND WESLEY LOWERY 
The Washington Post 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas — 
A gunman shot and killed at least 26 


TALLAHASSEE — Two months 
away from home in a highly com- 
petitive environment that is fueled 
by money, power and booze and in 
which careers are made or broken 
based on relationships built mainly 
after hours. 

That’s the backdrop for the un- 


Two women comfort each other after 
Sunday’s shooting in southern Texas. 


people and injured about 20 others 
Sunday inside a small community 
church in South Texas, and he was 
found dead several miles from the 
scene after fleeing, authorities said. 
The mass shooting happened dur- 
ing morning services at the First Bap- 
tist Church in Sutherland Springs, a 


in Kelley, 26, a resident of Comal 
County, Texas. 

Witnesses described the shooter as 
aman wearing all black clothing and a 
tactical vest. Neighbors said they 
heard loud bangs and even had bullets 


See CHURCH, 8A 


folding drama in Tallahassee in 
which insiders and onlookers have 
developed an obsession with who is 
sleeping with whom, and who will 
be the next to be outed. 

The prurient explosion began last 
week, when high-ranking Demo- 
cratic Sen. Jeff Clemens resigned 
from his seat after admitting he had 


See CAPITOL, 10A 
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Irma relief 


plan sought 
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BY SKYLER SWISHER 
Staff writer 


Dolphins fans enjoy 
Sunday’s game at 
Hard Rock Stadium 
in Miami Gardens. 
Miami ended up 
losing against the 
Oakland Raiders, 
27-24. The Dolphins 
are now 4-4 for the 
season. Dave 
Hyde’s column 

and game coverage 
begins on 1C. 


State officials are requesting the 
federal government allow people 
with disabilities and the elderly to 
skip long lines that have plagued 
Hurricane Irma food relief sites in 
South Florida. 

The Florida Department of Chil- 
dren and Families wants to offer 
phone interviews to those groups in- 
stead of requiring them to complete 


Japan called ‘crucial ally’ 


President Donald Trump on Sun- 
day opened a grueling and conse- 
quential first trip to Asia. 3A 


Fake service dogs raise ire 


Owners of real service dogs say 
owners of fakes are ruining lives of 
people with medical needs. 2A 


See IRMA, 10A 
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